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August 4, 2011 

 

Dear Glen: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Audre Lorde Project to thank Griot Circle and your 

collaborators for organizing the first-ever national convening of aging professionals to 

address disparities in services to LGBTQ People of Color elders.  This gathering is 

incredibly important and historic.   

 

The Audre Lorde Project is one of the only Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two Spirit, Trans 

and Gender Non Conforming (LGBTSTGNC) People of Color organizing centers in the 

country.  This gathering is of critical importance to the communities we represent.  

LGBTSTGNC people of color face incredible barriers to survival from homelessness to 

poverty to violence.  LGBTQ People of Color elders are one of the most vulnerable sub 

populations of the broader LGBT People of Color communities as a result this gathering 

is critical to meeting community needs which are often invisible.   

 

Griot Circle is the only LGBT People of Color Elder group in the entire country and has 

been doing incredible, groundbreaking work so critical to all of our communities.  As 

such we believe your leadership in this gathering is of utmost importance and should be 

central.  Griot Circle has been working with this community for many years and brings 

levels of expertise and knowledge that do not exist else where.  Furthermore, we believe 

that the leadership, expertise and experiences of LGBT elders of color and organizations 

that specifically and truly serve these communities must be central to this gathering.   

 

Together with the LAIN POC Committee of ASA, and allies such as AARP, you are 

organizing a historic gathering that is urgently needed. Your efforts in bringing together 

this gathering will lead to a network of aging professionals and organizations that 

prioritize LGBTQ Elders of Color this is tremendously significant and needed.   

 

ALP and all groups who work with vulnerable elder communities urgently need this 

gathering.  There are huge gaps in services for this community and this historic gathering 

will make huge strides forward to address these gaps.  Thank you for all your work and 

leadership.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Collette Carter and Kris Hayashi 

Co-Executive Directors 
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